
What goes into the making of a firefighter?  

14-18 weeks of Rookie School. This is where the entry level aspiring firefighter learns 
the basics, including ladders, tools, hose management, fire extinguishment, vehicle 
extrication, self-rescue, victim rescue, ropes and knots, and all of the basic skills that 
they will need as they begin their careers. Once they are out of recruit training, 
firefighters must continuously train to maintain their certification. Cherokee requires all 
firefighters to obtain a minimum of 16 hours of training each month in basic firefighter 
skills, as well as hours in topics like driver’s training, HAZMAT, and Officer 
development. Each firefighter obtains approximately 200+ hours of training every year. 


80+ hours of HAZMAT training. They learn HAZMAT awareness, operations, and 
technician levels of training. They learn how to use the equipment and how to don and 
doff protective clothing, as well as how to identify and mitigate various hazardous 
materials related emergencies they may encounter. 


4+ months of EMS training. For the majority of the country, EMS calls constitute 
80-90% of the emergencies that responders will be called to. Cherokee is no different. 
All firefighters are trained as EMTs or Paramedics. There are multiple levels of training, 
each being more advanced in skill, knowledge, ability, and training. EMT levels are 
EMT-Basic, EMT- Intermediate, EMT-Advanced, and EMT-Paramedic. Cherokee County 
currently trains EMTs to the Advanced level. If individuals want to achieve Paramedic, 
they must attend an additional 12-15 months of training in order to test for their 
license. We are proud to say that we currently have a tremendous number of 
Paramedics, with more students in paramedic school every year. This allows us to 
provide our citizens the best care possible. 


Specialty Training. In addition to basic training, there are numerous special teams that 
respond to specific call types. She of these include SAR- each and rescue who may be 
called to lost or missing persons, TLAR- Technical Large Animal Rescue which gets 
called to horses, cattle, or other large animals in need of assistance. The Dive team 
responds to bodies of water for water emergencies, Technical Rescue can be called for 
emergencies that will require extensive skill to achieve, including high and low angle 
rescues. 


